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ath letics 
Basketbal l  star Darre l l  Floyd d ies at 67 
Darrell Floyd, t h e  Furman basketball 
standout who led the NCAA in scoring 
during his junior and senior seasons, died 
March 8 in Greenville after an extended 
i l l ness. He was 67. 
Floyd came to Furman in 1 954 
following an All -America season at 
Wingate (N .C. )  Jun ior Col lege. He 
garnered first team All-America honors i n  
1 955 and 1 956, averaging 3 5 . 9  points 
per game as a junior and 33.8 points per 
game as a senior. He and Frank Selvy 
'54, who led the NCAA in scoring in 1 953 
and '54, gave Furman a four-year lock 
on N CAA scoring crowns. 
Known for his long-range shooting, 
Floyd averaged 32. 1 points a game during 
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h i s  career, the eighth highest career 
average in NCAA history. He scored 
2,281 points in 71 games at Furman. 
John Block, Furman's vice president 
for intercol legiate athletics, spoke for 
many of Floyd's friends and colleagues 
when he said , "Darrell Floyd was a great 
athlete, but more important, a man whose 
conduct and values enriched the lives of 
others. He wil l  always remain an 
inspiration to those who seek excellence." 
Said Selvy, " I  was really proud to 
know him at the end. He was one of the 
best jump shooters I ever saw, and I only 
hope I can be as strong as he was. He 
was a very courageous person."  
Besides his athletic accomplishments, 
Floyd was also a student leader at 
Furman, serving as president of the 
student body and as vice president of 
Kappa Alpha fraternity. After graduating 
in 1 956 with a bachelor's degree in health 
and physical education, he was drafted 
by the Army and by the St. Louis Hawks 
of the National Basketball Association.  
Following a two-year stint in the Army, 
Floyd's draft rights were traded to the 
NBA's Cincinnati Royals. When he failed 
to come to terms with the Royals, he 
returned to South Carol ina and enjoyed 
a successful career in private business 
and as an entrepreneur. He was active 
in Greenville's First Baptist Church and 
frequently volunteered his time as a coach 
for youth and amateur teams. 
A native of Thomasvi l le,  N . C . ,  Floyd 
scored a career-high 67 poi nts against 
Morehead State on January 2, 1 955, and 
later that season tal l ied 56 poi nts in a 
1 24-87 triumph over Clemson.  In al l ,  
Floyd scored over 40 points 1 5  times 
during his Furman days. 
Larry Davis, men's basketball coach 
at Furman, said, "He was one of the 
greatest players i n  our history and had 
been a good friend to our basketball 
program. He always went out of his way 
to help and support us, and we wi l l  
certainly miss his presence." 
A two-time national scoring champion 
during his college days, Darrell Floyd 
was one of the keynote speakers at the 
dedication of Timmons Arena in 1 998. 
A member of the South Carol ina, 
Wingate College and National Junior 
College Athletic Association halls of fame, 
Floyd was a charter inductee i nto 
Furman's Athletic Hall  of Fame in 1 98 1 . 
In 1 998 he was named to the Southern 
Conference's 75-year anniversary team. 
He is one of only four players in Furman 
basketball h istory to have his jersey 
(nu mber 33) retired. 
He is survived by his wife, Kay; three 
daughters, Diane Floyd Odom '81 and 
Nancy Floyd Turner, both of Greenvi l le,  
and Elizabeth Shelton Floyd of Nashville, 
Ten n . ;  and three grandchildren. 
